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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
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Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



1. 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

| | This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)) 

| ™j publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation Under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 
filed" and are not annexed to this report): 
| | the international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 

pages 1 - 16 as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages* 

s* 



[xl the claims: 



pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 

as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
17 - 19 received by this Authority on 15 June 2005 with the letter of 15 June 2005 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



X the drawings: 



pages* 



1-6 as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 

| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. I | The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

j | the description, pages 

[ { the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| [ the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 

4. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

| | the description, pages 

Qjj the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 

j | the sequence listing (specify): 

|~| any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets-may be marked "superseded " 
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Box No, V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-22 


YES 




Claims 


23 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-22 


YES 




Claims 


23 


NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1-23 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

The following documents are considered to be relevant: 
New Citation: US 4275995 A (TAYLOR) 30 June 1981 
Dl: US 4789307 
Claims 1-22 

Claims 1-22 relate to an apparatus for removing liquid from a body of liquid. These claims are novel when 
compared with the above documents because none of these documents teaches all the essential features of the 
invention, in particular, the spheroidal or the ovoidal shape of the hollow body which helps in manoeuvring the 
apparatus over the liquid body and in preventing the sinking into muddy or silty beds. 

Therefore the invention defined in claims 1 - 22 is novel and is considered to involve an inventive step. 
Claim 23 

US 4275995 discloses with reference to Figure 4 and the description at column 2 line 55 to column 3 line 6 an 
apparatus for removing liquid from a body of wafer, hollow body 10 comprising two components being the top 
wall 12 and the bottom plate 20 which are detachable connected and having one or more openings being the 
plurality of slots 18 extending from the juncture of these two parts for entry of water. There is no requirement in 
claim 23 that the hollow body is spheroidal or ovoidal. 

Thus Claim 23 is not novel when compared with US 4275995. 

Dl discloses all the features of Claim 23 except that the openings 21 in Dl are placed not at the junction 
between the two components of the body but at a lower level. It is considered that the placement of the openings 
is a non-inventive design choice that the skilled addressee would make. 

Thus claim 23 lacks inventive step when compared with Dl . 
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